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Kemin AquaScience™ Introduces Leadership Team
Company veterans and industry experts to lead the new business unit

DES MOINES, Iowa, Jan. 8, 2019 /PRNewswire/ -- Kemin Industries, a Des Moines, Iowa-based global nutritional
ingredient company that uses science to touch more than 3.8 billion people every day with its products and
services, announced the selection of its leadership team for its newest business unit, Kemin AquaScience™,
formerly known as AquaKulture.
In April 2018, Kemin officially announced it would be dedicating a global team to the aquaculture market in
2019 with a newly formed business unit. The now-launched Kemin AquaScience serves the growing aquaculture
industry as it shifts from wild caught to farmed fish and shrimp, expanding its partnership with feed mill
operators, farmers and fish meal producers to help raise the healthiest aqua species with better growth,
uniformity and economic returns.
"Kemin AquaScience transfers our knowledge and expertise in animal nutrition and health to the aquaculture
industry, while maintaining our strong customer experience," said Dr. Chris Nelson, President and CEO, Kemin
Industries. "By having strong leadership around the world in the regions where we operate, we can better
provide for the global market. We can offer our superior service and our years of experience in innovative
solutions to help improve sustainable fishing and shrimp farming."
KP Philip, who has led Kemin AquaScience through its creation, will continue to serve as President. He has
been with Kemin for more than 20 years, developing the Kemin Animal Nutrition and Health business unit in
India. In 2001, he relocated to Singapore to lead the Animal Nutrition and Health business unit in Asia Pacific
and China. Four years later KP became President of the global, newly demerged Kemin Food Technologies,
based in Belgium. He returned to India in 2010 to manage the business unit he launched. In 2016, he moved
back to Belgium to lead Kemin Animal Nutrition and Health in Europe, the Middle East and North Africa
(EMENA).
Leo Xie-Lei recently joined Kemin as Chief Commercial Officer for the business unit and Regional Director of its
China market, based in Shanghai. For the past decade Xie-Lei has held business leadership positions in the
nutrition and food industries, most recently as President, Asia Pacific for the enzymes, cultures and yeast
extract business of Royal DSM NV. Prior to that he was Vice President of Greater China for DSM's Human
Nutrition and Health Business.
Three other regional directors will be located in aquaculture markets across the globe to best serve customers:
Chinnadurai Sugumar will be the Regional Director for the South Asia market. He joined Kemin in 2007 as a
product manager for Animal Nutrition and Health – India, before moving to the company's Singapore office in
2010, where he was later promoted to platform manager for Animal Nutrition and Health – Asia Pacific. Sugumar
has 14 years of experience with feed formulation, as well as feed mill and farm operations in both the
aquaculture and animal feed industries.
Nicola Tallarico will serve as Regional Director for the EMENA market. In 2010, he became a technical service
manager for Kemin Animal Nutrition and Health – EMENA, following the acquisition of Eurhema, where he had
worked for several years. Tallarico then moved into the role of product manager for Kemin's SAFE platform, the
company's program designed to guarantee safety of feed by controlling microorganisms, mycotoxins and
oxidation challenges.
Ning Widjaja will be the Regional Director for the Asia Pacific market. She served as the region's aqua business
manager for Kemin Animal Nutrition and Health prior to the demerger of Kemin AquaScience. Widjaja has
worked for more than a decade in the aquaculture industry, covering many aspects of the value chain across
multiple countries including Indonesia, Vietnam, Thailand, India and China.
Dr. M. Rajalekshmi, R&D Director, will handle global research and development for Kemin AquaScience. For
the past 12 years, she has led Kemin research groups on diverse projects catering to animal nutrition and
health. Dr. Rajalekshmi has numerous publications and patents associated with new products and processes in
aquaculture and animal nutrition. She received her bachelor's degree from Kerala University of Fisheries and
Ocean Sciences and holds a Ph.D. in post-harvest technology from the Central Institute of Fisheries Education,
Indian Council of Agricultural Research, Mumbai, India.
To learn more about the solutions and services offered by Kemin AquaScience, please visit
kemin.com/aquascience.
About Kemin Industries

Kemin Industries (www.kemin.com) is a global ingredient manufacturer with a focus on improving the quality
of life for over 3.8 billion people each day with more than 500 specialty ingredients made for the human and
animal health, pet food, nutraceutical, food technology, crop technologies and textile industries.
For over half a century, Kemin has been dedicated to using applied science to address industry challenges and
offers product solutions to customers in more than 120 countries. Kemin provides ingredients to feed a growing
population with its commitment to the quality, safety and efficacy of food, feed and health-related products.
Established in 1961, Kemin is a privately-held, family-owned and operated company with more than 2,800
employees globally and operations in 90 countries, including manufacturing facilities in Belgium, Brazil, China,
India, Italy, Russia, Singapore, South Africa and the United States.
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